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Washington. We’ve got to end this kind of
needless name-calling and finger-pointing,
the kind of zero-sum politics that says if so-
and-so thinks it’s a good idea, I think it’s a
lousy idea, because we happen to be from
different political parties.

I think we need to respect each other more
in Washington, which will, in turn, set a good
signal for people on the playgrounds of
America, for example, to respect somebody
with whom they may not agree. We need a
culture of results in Washington, DC—less
noise, less preening in front of cameras, and
more focus on getting things done on behalf
of the American people. And we need a spirit
of responsibility. And it starts with leader-
ship, as well, that each of us understand the
awesome responsibilities of the jobs we hold.

I think we’re making progress in the Na-
tion’s Capital, I truly do. Oh, I know there’s
occasionally somebody says something, par-
ticularly about a nice fellow like me, that I
don’t like—[laughter]—but I tend to ignore
it and focus on the people’s business. And
the people’s business is what’s important.
And that’s why I love to travel outside of
Washington. I love to drive the roads of our
country, just like I did today, and see the
hundreds of people who came to wave at the
Presidential limousine. It’s important for a
President to see that and for Members of
Congress to be aware of that, as well, because
it reminds us about the strength of America.

And the strength of this country lies not
inside the halls of our Government in Wash-
ington, DC, or in Hartford, Connecticut. The
true strength of America lies in the hearts
and souls of the American citizens.

And that’s why I’m so optimistic about this
country’s future, because if that’s the case,
if the true strength of America is in the hearts
and souls of our citizens, we’ve got a bright
future ahead of us, because we’ve got great
citizens in this country.

This is a fabulous country. In Washington,
we’ve got to always understand that. That’s
why tax relief is important, because it em-
powers people to make decisions in their
lives. That’s why the Faith-Based Initiative
I’ve talked about is important, because it says
that in order to change lives, we need to
change hearts, and there are thousands of

people who are willing to love a neighbor,
just like they’d like to be loved themselves.

No, the great strength is when we under-
stand America’s society changes one heart,
one soul, one conscience at a time. And that’s
oftentimes because some loving American,
not because of Government but because of
care and compassion, says to a neighbor in
need, ‘‘What can I do to help?’’ I hope to
see mentoring programs flourish all across
America. I want any child who wonders
whether somebody loves them to have a lov-
ing adult say, ‘‘I love you. I love you with
all the bottom of my heart.’’

No, this country is based upon great values
and great principles. But its true greatness
is the fact that we’re a land full of decent,
loving, and compassionate and hard-working
people. And I can’t tell you what a huge
honor it is to be a President of such a land.

God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. in the
Welte Auditorium. In his remarks, he referred to
Gov. John G. Rowland of Connecticut and his
wife, Patricia; Lawrence D. McHugh, chairman,
board of trustees, Connecticut State University
System; Richard L. Judd, president, Central Con-
necticut State University; and Lauren F. Elias,
principal, and Paul V. Ciochetti, former principal,
B.W. Tinker Elementary School.

Remarks at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum
April 18, 2001

Thank you very much. This is a hallowed
place. Please behave yourself.

It’s an honor for us to be here. Laura and
I have just come from a fantastic tour. I want
to thank Rabbi Greenberg for his hospitality,
and Ruth Mandel for her hospitality, and the
Director, Sara Bloomfield, for giving us such
a special evening. Thank you all very much
for your graciousness, and I want to thank
you all very much for coming. And it’s an
honor for me to be here with members of
my White House staff, friends of mine from
all around the country.

This isn’t like any other museum. It bears
witness to the best and to the worst of the
human heart. The images here stay with you,
and only by confronting them can we begin
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to grasp the full enormity of the Holocaust.
I urge Americans planning a visit to Wash-
ington to come here, themselves, and see
what we have just seen.

History records many atrocities before and
after the 1930s and 1940s. But it was the
Holocaust that forced us to find a new term
for horrors on such a scale—a crime against
humanity. Human evil has never been so am-
bitious in scope, so systematic in execution,
and so deliberate in its destruction.

In places like this, the evidence has been
kept. Without it, we might forget the past,
and we might neglect the future. And we
must never forget. We must always remem-
ber both the cruelty of the guilty and the
courage and innocence of their victims.

So many stories from the concentration
camps will never be told because many of
the witnesses did not survive. The stories we
have must be preserved forever: Stories of
mothers sacrificing themselves to save their
children; stories of children trying to shield
their parents; stories of men and women
praying and comforting one another in the
last moments on this Earth. These tell the
greater truth of the Holocaust: The evil is
real, but hope endures.

Above all, this museum is a testament to
hope. Tomorrow I will have the honor of
joining in the Days of Remembrance observ-
ances at the Capitol. I will convey America’s
commitment to the memory of 6 million who
died in the Holocaust, our commitment to
averting future tragedies, and our commit-
ment to a friend, as a friend, to the Jewish
people—to their cause and to the nation they
built.

I hope to see many of you at the Capitol
tomorrow.

Thank you all for coming, and God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:50 p.m. in the
Hall of Witness. In his remarks, he referred to
Rabbi Irving Greenberg, chair, and Ruth B. Man-
del, vice chair, U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council;
and Sara J. Bloomfield, director, U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum.

Remarks Announcing Support for
the Stockholm Convention on
Persistent Organic Pollutants

April 19, 2001

Thank you all for coming. Secretary Powell
and Administrator Whitman and I are
pleased to make an announcement on the
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic
Pollutants. This international agreement
would restrict the use of 12 dangerous
chemicals—POPs, as they are known, or the
‘‘dirty dozen.’’ Negotiations were begun by
the previous administration, and this treaty
achieves a goal shared by this administration.
I’m pleased to announce my support for the
treaty and the intention of our Government
to sign and submit it for approval by the
United States Senate.

This convention is significant in several re-
spects. First, concerns over the hazards of
PCBs, DDT, and the other toxic chemicals
covered by the agreement are based on solid
scientific information. These pollutants are
linked to developmental defects, cancer, and
other grave problems in humans and animals.
The risks are great, and the need for action
is clear. We must work to eliminate, or at
least to severely restrict, the release of these
toxins without delay.

Second, this agreement addresses a global
environmental problem. These chemicals re-
spect no boundaries and can harm Americans
even when released abroad.

Third, this treaty takes into account the
understandable concerns of less-developed
nations. When these chemicals are used they
pose a health and environmental threat, no
matter where in the world they’re allowed
to spread. But some nations with fewer re-
sources have a harder time addressing these
threats, and this treaty promises to lend them
a hand.

And finally, this treaty shows the possibili-
ties for cooperation among all parties to our
environmental debates. Developed nations
cooperated with less-developed nations.
Businesses cooperated with environmental

VerDate 20-MAR-2000 00:15 Apr 25, 2001 Jkt 005300 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD23AP01.000 ATX004 PsN: ATX004


